
Tony Mann, Superintendent   

412 S. Sweigle Avenue  
P.O. Box 188  
Molalla, Oregon 97038  
503-829-2359  

January 15, 2021


Dear MRSD Families,


Last week, I communicated our tentative plan for the reopening of our schools.  This 
week, we have continued to progress our readiness toward that objective. 


As I mentioned in last week’s communication and discussed at last evening’s school 
board meeting, one of the final pieces needed to inform our decision on moving forward 
to reopen schools is the updated Ready Schools; Safe Learners state-wide guidance 
expected on 1/19/21.  Although Governor Brown communicated that county health 
metrics (case rates of Covid -19) are advisory, the guidance and requirements of Ready 
Schools; Safe Learners remain mandatory.


Additionally, Governor Brown announced this week that educators would be prioritized 
in the next vaccine group and as such, signaling that vaccines may be available as early 
as January 23rd.  Very few logistical details of vaccinations have been shared as of 
today. We anticipate  learning more in the coming week and will take this into account 
in our decision-making.


I understand and can appreciate the discomfort of remaining in a state flux and 
uncertainty. With that said, outlined below is a commitment to the activities that will 
enable our ability to make a decision about the timing of our tentative plan:


• Tuesday, January 19th- ODE releases updated Ready School; Safe Learners 
requirements, which may include guidance supporting covid testing in the school 
setting


• Wednesday, January 20th- MRSD Administration reviews new guidance/compliance/
readiness


• Thursday, January 21st- Special School Board Meeting convenes to review new 
guidance/compliance/readiness and administration will seek direction from the Board 
relating to the timeline of our tentative reopening plan


• Friday, January 22nd- Communication with the community of our go-forward 
reopening plan 


Lastly, I wanted to share with you that January is widely recognized as School Board 
Appreciation Month. Our dedicated local leaders give their personal time and energy to 
handling the critical tasks of managing and informing our public education structure. 
Please join me in thanking the members of our local School Board for their dedication 
to the children, families and educators within our community.


Sincerely,




Tony Mann, Superintendent   

412 S. Sweigle Avenue  
P.O. Box 188  
Molalla, Oregon 97038  
503-829-2359  

Tony Mann


Highlights in this Week’s Update 
• Student Health Services Update 
• Parent Support Sessions- Drop-In Zoom Meetings 
• City of Molalla Community Engagement Event- January 28th 

Student Health Services Update 
We wanted to share some news regarding our Student Health Services team.  
Dr. Jan Olson has accepted a full-time Associate Professor of Practice position 
at the university level.  We are also very pleased to share that although Dr. Olson 
is making this professional transition, she has agreed to remain with MRSD, in 
an expert consultant role during this important transition period ahead! 


Dr. Olson has provided critical expertise, helping us establish important policies 
and procedures supporting for nursing services, and most recently she has been 
instrumental in the development of our health and safety related procedures in 
our Covid-19 Ready Schools; Safe Learners operational blueprints.

 

Amanda Bickford BSN, R.N joined Molalla River School District in February of 
2020 and has worked alongside Dr. Olson over the past year.  Amanda will 
continue to serve and support our students by providing top-notch nursing 
services within the District.  Additionally, on January 12th, Christene Perkins 
joined the MRSD nursing team and will take over Dr. Olson’s case-management 
and direct service responsibility.


Christene has been a nurse for 25 years; 16 as a Registered Nurse, and a 
Licensed Practical Nurse (since 1999) serving both inpatient and outpatient 
populations.  She has a strong background in pediatrics and in specialized care 
for children with complex and acute health needs. Her experience includes 
working at Shriner's hospital (in Honolulu and Portland), home healthcare for 
medically complex children in Clackamas County, and a few years directing and 
leading teams of caregivers as a director of health services in Beaverton.  Most 
recently, Christene has served as a sub-acute RN at a center for medically 
fragile children and a manager for Caregiver Health Services where she engaged 
in Covid contact tracing, notification and implementing policies for community 
health. 
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Please join me in appreciating Dr. Olson’s valuable contributions at MRSD while 
thanking both Amanda and Christene for their continued support.


Parent Drop-in Sessions 

Thank you to all of the parents, Trillium Family Services, and MRSD teachers 
and staff that helped us kick-off our Parent Drop-in Chat sessions.  We had a 
good turn-out on January 5th and are looking forward to even more participation 
on Tuesday, January 19th.


There will be a session for parents with students in elementary grades (K-5) and 
a separate sessions for parents with students in secondary grades (6-12).


Please see the attached flyer for additional information, and watch for more 
information about our February sessions.


City of Molalla-Community Engagement Event, January 28th 
7-8pm 

We are sharing this great opportunity on behalf of the City of Molalla.


https://www.molallariv.k12.or.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=110787&pageId=37404146
https://www.molallariv.k12.or.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=110787&pageId=37432682

